Small Business Trends in 2026
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| Small Business Owners in 2026

Small Business Small Business
" Owners by Gender
Owners By Generation

Gen X (X) 44%
Baby Boomers (B) 32%
Millennials (M) 22%
Gen Z(2) 2%
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Qwners By Ethnicity
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Top Small Business Industries 2026
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Small Business Owners'

Happiness Score

Happy T4.6%
Meutral 135%
®
Unhapgy 11.9%
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Top States for

Small Businesses
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Ritall, Food & Residential & Health, Beauty, Cosntruction &
Storefront, & Restaurant Commercial & Fitress Contracting
Ecommerce Services
Small Business 2026 Small Business
Plans for 2026 Types
Increase Staff A44.5% Mew Franchise 335%
-
Digltal Markating B 65 Existing Independent Business  30.4%
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Expand / Remodel 32.4% Merwy Indupemdent Businesy 25.5%
Existing Franchise 10.2%
Inwest in Al Resources 18.7%
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49.6%
Confident

2026 Economic

Impact

Small Business
Plans for 2026

Inflation/Price Increase

Lack of Capital /Cash Flow

Recruiting/Retention

Marketing/Advertising

Admin Work

Time Mgt D

Managing Benefits

50.4%

Uncertain

41.3%

40.8%

31.5%

27.7%

23.5%

21.2%

12.7%

Small Business Owners' Political Affiliation

Republican
Independent/No Party
Democratic
Libertarian

Other/Mot Listed

Owners’ Satisfaction on Current Admin

Economic Impacts on Small Businesses

Increased Loss of Ho: Significant
Prices Revenie Effect

Confidence
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61.2% 38.8%
Confident Uncertain

Increased Cut Own
Wages Wages

Businesses Expecting to
Survive Economic Climate
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